





CROSSETT -- If you live 
here in te tall timber country 
and claim to have seen The 
Light it does not mean, neces- 
sarily, t}at your personal con- 
duct hag been put forever in 
order. . 

Although for some it cer- 
tainly means that. ; 

If you have seen The Light 
here at Crossett it means that 
some night when it got good 
and dark you went up to the 
railroad tracks and, looking 
off to where the tracks recede 
into the deep woods, you saw 
materiajize from out of no- 

— The Light! 
wi corm The Light, a 
bright pall, hovers. 
. Other times it veers gently 
from sidé to side. 

It pulsates different colors, 
white to amber to gold. Some- 
times The Light bursts into a 
bright Ted. Then it melts 
a hovers there in the dark 


@¢ 


County Libra 


“nw oS o@ing The Light’ 


about head high. Except when 
it’s down lower, practically on 
the tracks. 

For more than 56 years The 
light has been fascinating 
people around here. Not only 
Crossett residents, but folks 
from neighboring towns and 
even organized groups from 
Bastrop, La. Hopeful viewers 
have included ministers, sci- 
entists and graduate students 
from the Yale School of For- 
estry. 

Many have seen The Light. 


Others have tried until their 
eyes watered and failed. 


Still others have never tried 
to see The Light and that’s not 
all — they’re never going to. 

“The most spectacular ex- 
perience with The Light is to 
walk toward it, see it disap- 
pear, then turn around and 
find it behind you on the 
tracks.’’ 

That was told to us by a 
young man with an even gaze, 
a steady hand and a college 
degree. He had not seen The 
Light. Neither did he doubt its 
existence. 

“You don’t doubt it,’’ an- 
other fellow said, ‘“‘or you'll 
get in trouble with a lot of 


people.’ A non-native, he 
married a Crosseti girl and 
moved here. 

“At first I tried to tell her it 
was nonsense. I thought she 
was going to fight me.” 

THREE POSSIBLE EX- 
PLANATIONS are given for 
The Light. 


The first is fox fire. Fox fire 
is a luminous fungus that 
gives off an eerie phosphores- 
cent light, the cause being 
wood in a state of decay, 
maybe a fallen log or a stump. 
Fox fire has been discounted 
Scientifically, according to 
Janice Clark, who once 
thought about setting up a 
cold drink and snow cone con- 
cession for persons who came 
and set up lawn chairs to see 
The Light. 

First, to discount, the Mis- 
souri Pacific Lines wouldn’t 
allow fallen logs to stay on its 
tracks, at least not for 50 
years. Second, how is a rotten 
stump going to glow at your 
front, then in the next instant 
run around and glow at your 
back? 

It should be noted that Ash- 
ley County is what you calla 
“dry” county. 


The second explanation is 
automobile headlights — cars 
passing through the woods on 
various roads that cross the 
tracks. This is discounted as a 
source of The Light for the 
simple reason that weeks go 
by, sometimes months, and 
nobody reports a sizhting. 
Cars cross the tracks every 
night. 


The third explanation is the 
one that has caused certain 
persons. to put their behavior 
permanently in order, ak 
though they have never seen 
The Light, at least not the one 
up on the railroad tracks. It is 
this: 


One foggy night more than a 
half-century ago a nameless 
railroad brakeman lost his life 
in a mishap up there on the 
tracks. In addition to his life, 
he alsolost his head. The 
Light is the brakeman’s la- 
tern, seen on nights when he 
tern, seem on nights when he 
comes back looking for you 
know what. 

We tried to see The Light, 
passing the designated spot at 
high noon, doing 55 miles an 
hour. If you ask us, the whole 
thing is nonsense. 








